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In accordance r i t h  ve rbd  instructions from the Commissioner 
a t r i p  ras m-de t o  the ChiUrzt and Chilkoot lake d is t r ic t s  for the 
purpose o f  investigating-tXe rlJossibilities of instidling weirs f o r  
counting salmon through t o  detennyne The esc?%enent in  e6cX Tocdity.  

On Juls 31, i n  company ni th  l&rc?en O 'bomr ,  the n i t e r  pro- 
ceeded f r o m  Bines  via auto t o  gl-dkwan on the Chilkat side rhere 
natives and 
Near Klukwan the R e d  Salmon giver f lows into the Chi'Lke.t river through 
hundreds of small channels coverikq a width o f  about three miles. 
Each channel hasi a fair floln and 
camers, such as the Indians use. 
and opemted by poling and paddles. 
and no f i s h  can be seen but %he natives c q  on the grmel b ~ r s  close 
t o  one of the channels, annea w i t 3  a l o n g  pole which has a hook fastened 
t o  i ts  end, and by a, continuous mocess of hooking manage t o  secure e 
sufficient svrprily of saknon %r their  horne use. 
feasible owing to the s w i f t  maters. 

boat were engaged f o r  t r i p  q river and into Chi&& Lak;e. 

of  them are navigable with angout 
Tbse  canoes are about 20 f t .  x h f t .  

The water is of  a niUrg color 

Bets would  not be 

The Chilkat Lr?ke i r ;  about seven a i l e s  fromK1l;ikwm an6 o u r  mde 
o f  trevel m s  37 walking over the grwel  bars a2 3eiw assisted across 
the deep c-mnels  by the Indians i n  the i r  canoes. The l a t t e r  nor t ion  
of  t3e trig,from the main r iver  i c t o  the lake f o r  8.boxt one nile,Pras 
through a comaratively deer, c'cennel with smlZ ra te r  flow. 
two lakes: the first and largest being abo:lt three miles long by tkree- 
f o u r t h  mile r ide  and the u-qer 
about 209 yards long Snd similar in  amemmce t o  the outlet of tbe =in 
l&e mil is ehout one n i l e  long hy one-fourth mile wide. A t r i p  was made 
around the two lakes and some spawning note&, nll reC-sal.mn, About 

-_ 2000 sdmon a l l  told- were seen on the spawning grounds rhic'n an?earad 
Ii;nFke? i n  extent ; the best nossfbil l t ies 3 e k y  ne,m t3.e head o f - the  
ffrst  l&e- There a small swing mnter creel.; Sre&p i n to  the -1d;e  AI?^ 
s%verd. 3ia&red red salmon noted therein. Activities of bepr we- 
noticea51e hwe.  SniMrous small gravel sp i t s  rzt vcrious oo'nts moyj2ld 
the lpke Earned by a m 1 1  waterfalls f r o m  the s u r r o u n d i ~  mountatns Fern 
the main sources of spawning areas. 

?le found 
--- 

lake is conzected by a short chmzel 

~ 



Report on Chilkat am?. Chi lkoo t  Idee Distr ic t .  (2) 

I We were too ear ly  t o  observe as t o  the extent o f  spmming 
opr;r t  i o n s  but deternine2 beyond n doubt 
here nou l~no t - .be  feasible  L *-.- 8 8  the f ish conic? no% be seen i n  the 
' s t rean &wing the periorl &en the run m s  on owing t o  the discolorstion 
of the mater f ran  the meltinp glaciers. 

that count~ing operat -"- ions --- 

!be difficulties of  tr?zmnortatixi micht be overcome v i th  
consider&le 1e.So~ axe extra  e e e n s e  t o  the-extent of racF-ng the stream 
entering Chillcat Lake, 'out tkis leke, according i o  my infomation, 
harbors but p, smil percentage of t h e  reds an6 other salmn ascending 
the ChiY.k& PAver. A t  other loczdi t ies , r i tb in  sny reasonable distaxlce, 
i t  would be impossible and useless t o  es tabl ish-  

We r e t m e d  t o  Klulman ani! Haines in the evening. On the following 
m rning ve pro c e - ~ - e d ~ o _ C h t " - ~ ~ e r ~  and-*-k&kxem, V i s i t  e& the mt ive 
f i s h  v~ l . l zge  nezx t h  entrp.nce of  tke M r e .  Here a fer: f d l i e s  of 
mt ivea  were c 
m t i v e s  have p 
end hook attached PAC by a continuous process o f  hmkinE;,mostly at night , 
secure t h e i r  sa lmn suT.oly. 
ni&t an6 one man cang'i-,t 80 red salnon. 

ei? and catching a supply of  szlmon f o r  home use. The 
orris i n  the r iver  on wXch tkey stand with a long mole 

"here vere three men hooking the nrevious 

The wsrter i n  the r ive r  is o f  a more extreme mil 'ky color thm 
at ChiUTmt and color so dense L h R t  'hooking is  nt tilnes prof i table  t n  
2~ t h e ,  but as a rule the salmn ascend i n  good nunbers xminly at night 

Racks a re  feasible here hit vo9dd be of no u s e  when established -~ - -_ ~ I I** 

T ~ S  the f i sh  VO 6 not"oe,iG-isa%re i n  the rater. 
-*.-e 

ConsifZer,h,ble misinformtion h a  been distributed among the m t i v e s  
vhich cnne t o  the surface vhen ve endeavored t o  secme a boat f o r  t rave l  
up the lake. The natives were to16 t h t  the Bureau was about to  establish 
a htc"nerJr i n  the hl:e and prohibit a l l  f ishing i n  the r i v e r  for horn o r  
aqv other use. "hey vere cautioned against ass i s t ing  the Bureau men 
e i ther  Kith labor, bos ts  o r  in formt ion .  
cnt Haines the7 vote2 against trny cooperetion v i th  the Gatrcnmnt f i sher ies  
emloyes. 

AC, a meeting held sometim ago 

After conctder-ble effort ant! m.inly h e  t o  the dlplonntcy of  
Warden OiConnor the natives Prere convinced the i r  inform-tion was i n  emor  
an& $kep ?hen fnmishee ~ I S  a boat a n d  m n  t o  assist--us. me proceeded 
up the Idre t o  its " h e d ' m ?  %be en55-r; la&? &s of t he  same mix- &pear -  
a c e  8.9 the rfver so no fish were discernible except i n  a, small qring 
creek ne= t h e  1dce heaa v>ere about one h-ucre$. yere not icehmaming,  

-- < -  
. -  
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Like the sr tuat ion zt C h f l h t ,  ou r  i nves t ip t ion ,  as t o  the 
nm%erf- of srilnon, 
but arn coavinced that c o u ~ t h :  n i r s  zt ei ther  l o c e l i t r  are  
i nmrZEEi le .  

wastoo early f o r  inteil i8-ent o$serr,- t ion 
, 

*** *** *** *** 
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